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	 What is the Resilience Index Measurement and Analysis (RIMA)?

RIMA estimates household resilience to food insecurity with a quantitative approach; statistical modelling tools allow 
establishing a cause-effect relationship between resilience and its critical determinants, depending on the context.

The first version of RIMA – developed in 2008 – has been technically improved in 2016 based on its application 
in more than 10 countries.1

	 Why a short RIMA questionnaire?

The RIMA analyses are based on household level data from ad hoc or pre-existing surveys.

Collecting household level data is time and resource consuming, and it is not always feasible in countries 
affected by fragility and conflict.    

A short RIMA questionnaire allows at collecting the information needed for estimating the household 
resilience capacity through short interviews. 

The short RIMA questionnaire comprises three components:

1.	 Mandatory modules: 
•	 Access to Basic Services (ABS); Assets (AST); Social Safety Nets (SSN); Adaptive Capacity (AC)
•	 Food security
•	 Shocks 

2.	 Optional modules:
•	 Subjective resilience
•	 Conflict

3.	 Household demographic characteristics, to be collected by the enumerators

The list of 29 questions used in the short RIMA questionnaire is based on: RIMA experience, literature review 
(Table 1), and technical consultations of RIMA experts.

	 Objectives of the short RIMA questionnaire:

•	 Reducing the time for collecting household data for resilience analysis
•	 Reaching households living in areas with limited access for field activities (mobile interviews)
•	 Reducing the time for conducting resilience analysis (reducing data cleaning / data preparation) – 

in order to provide updated policy & programming implications   
•	 Collecting high-frequency data – for monitoring interventions or critical contexts.

1	 More information on the RIMA methodology can be found in FAO. 2016. RIMA-II: Resilience Index Measurement and Analysis II. Rome. 
(also available at: www.fao.org/3/a-i5665e.pdf)

RESILIENCE INDEX MEASUREMENT AND ANALYSIS
SHORT QUESTIONNAIRE



MODULES

	 Access to Basic Services (ABS)

1.	 Is the main source of drinking water for members of the household piped a 
household water connection, public taps or standpipes, tube wells or boreholes, 
protected dug wells, protected springs or rainwater collection?1

[1 = yes  0 = no]

2.	 Is the main type of toilet facility used by members of the household a flush/pour 
flush (to piped sewer system, septic tank, or pit latrine), a ventilated improved pit 
(VIP) latrine, a pit latrine with slab, or a composting toilet?2

[1 = yes  0 = no]

3.	 Is electricity the main source of energy used in the household for cooking or 
lighting? 

[1 = yes  0 = no]

4.	 How far (one way) is the household dwelling from the closest accessible/
functioning [SERVICE] in minutes?

[minutes]

•	 Water source 

•	 Primary school

•	 Public hospital / health facility

•	 Livestock market

•	 Agricultural/crops market

•	 Public means of transport

	 Assets (AST)

5.	 How many [DURABLES/ASSETS] do the members of the household own? [number]

•	 Car

•	 Bicycle

•	 Gas/electric cooker

•	 Mobile

•	 Plough

•	 Machete

•	 Tractor

6.	 Do the members of the household use [INPUTS]? [1 = yes  0 = no]

•	 Seeds

•	 Pesticides/herbicides

•	 Fertilizers

7.	 What is the total area of agricultural land (owned, leased or used) that the 
household owns/uses in hectares? 

[hectares]

8.	 How many [LIVESTOCK] does the household currently own? [number]

•	 Cows/calves

•	 Sheep, goat

•	 Chicken

•	 Camels

2	 List of improved water sources available here: https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.H2O.SAFE.ZS
3	 List of improved toilet facilities here: www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/monitoring/jmp2012/key_terms/en

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.H2O.SAFE.ZS
https://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/monitoring/jmp2012/key_terms/en


9.	 How much [CROP] did the household members harvest / do they expect to harvest 
during the last/current crop season in kilograms?

[kg]

•	 Maize  

•	 Millet

•	 Sorghum

•	 Beans

•	 Cow peas

	 Social Safety Nets (SSN)

10.	 What is the total amount of loan(s) received in the last 12 months by the members 
of the household? 

[monetary value  
in local currency]

11.	 What is the total amount of formal transfers (relief food, cash assistance, livestock, 
safety net programs, pension schemes, etc.) received in the last 12 months by the 
members of the household?

[monetary value  
in local currency]

12.	 What is the total amount of informal transfers (cash, remittances, food or grain 
gift, seed gift, free use of animals, etc.) received in the last 12 months by the 
members of the household?

[monetary value  
in local currency]

13.	 How many [NETWORKS] can the members of the household rely on in case of 
need?

[number]

•	 Associations (farmers groups, women support groups, youth groups, business 
associations, unions, etc.) 

•	 Relatives/friends/family members

	 Adaptive Capacity (AC)

14.	 Can the head of the household read and write? [1 = yes  0 = no]

15.	 a. How many years has the household head attended formal school? 
b. How many years has the household head attended Koranic school?

[number]

16.	 a. How many years has the household member with the highest level of education? 
b. How many years has the household member with the highest level of education 
attended Koranic school? 

[number]

17.	 How many years on average have the household members of working age  
(>14 and <64 years old) attended formal school?

[number]

18.	 In the past 12 months, was [SOURCE] a source of household income? [1 = yes  0 = no]

•	 Agriculture, animal breeding, fishing

•	 Family business (other than agriculture)

•	 Government wage and salary

•	 Private sector wage and salary

•	 Transfers and social assistance

•	 Other

19.	 What is considered as the main income source of the household? [open answer]

20.	 How many different crops have the household members grown during the last 
season? 

[number]



	 Food security

21.	 What is the amount spent on the food consumed by the household members 
during the past 7 days?

[monetary value  
in local currency]

22.	 What percentage of your income is used for buying food? [%]

23.	 Can you quantify how much your household consumed in the past 7 days using 
credit (because of inability to cover the cost)?

[monetary value  
in local currency]

24.	 Can you quantify how much your household consumed in the past 7 days from its 
own production?

[monetary value  
in local currency]

25.	 Can you quantify how much your household consumed in the past 7 days from 
assistance/gifts?

[monetary value  
in local currency]

26.	 Over the past 7 days, have the household members consumed [FOOD GROUP]? [1 = yes  0 = no]

•	 Cereals

•	 White tubers and roots 

•	 Vitamin A rich vegetables and tubers

•	 Dark green leafy vegetables

•	 Other vegetables 

•	 Vitamin A rich fruits

•	 Other fruits

•	 Organ meat

•	 Flesh meat

•	 Eggs

•	 Fish and seafood

•	 Legumes, nuts and seeds

•	 Milk and milk products

•	 Oils, fats 

•	 Sweets

•	 Spices, condiments, beverages

27.	 During the last 7 days, have you been faced with a situation wherein you did not 
have enough food to feed the household?

[1 = yes  0 = no]

	 Shocks

28.	 What are the most severe shocks faced by the household in the last 12 months? [open answer]

29.	 What did the household members do to cope with the shocks? [open answer]

	 Household demographic characteristics

30.	 Gender of household head [1 = male 2 = female]

31.	 Total number of members of the household (Adults and children) [number]

32.	 Total number of household members of working age (>14 and <64 years old) [number]

33.	 Region [open answer]

34.	 Ethnic Group [open answer]

35.	 Livelihood [open answer]
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